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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) filed on 11/13/2006. Claims 1, 16, 27 and 31 have been amended. Claims 1-36 
are still pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Walker et al. (hereinafter Walker) (U.S. Patent No. 5,651 ,775). 

A. As per claim 16, Walker discloses a method for tracking data associated with 
a medical device adapted for the administration of a drug to a patient, said 
method comprising providing a source of a drug to be administered to a patient, 
associating a tracking code with said source, providing data associated with said 
drug to be administered (Walker; abstract, col. 2, lines 7-19), and storing said 
data in association with said tracking code (Walker; col. 1, lines 54-67), wherein 
said tracking code is a unique identifier associated with the source of the drug, 
such that the data may be altered and still be associated to the same unique 
identifying tracking code (Walker; col. 2, lines 7-19, figures 5A, 6D). 

B. As per claim 1 7, Walker discloses the method of claim 1 6, wherein said data 
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is stored on a storage device (Walker; col. 5, lines 26-40). 

C. As per claim 18, Walker discloses the method of claim 17, further including 
retrieving said data associated with said tracking code from said storage device 
(Walker; col. 5, lines 26-40). 

D. As per claim 19, Walker discloses the method of claim 16, wherein said 
tracking code comprises a bar code (Walker; col. 2, lines 29-35, col. 6, lines 25- 
32). 

E. As per claim 20, Walker discloses the method of claim 19, further including 
scanning said bar code for identifying said drug associated with said bar code 
prior to administration of said drug to a patient (Walker; col. 6, line 66 to col. 7, 
line 8, col. 7, lines 49-57). 

F. As per claim 21 , Walker discloses the method of claim 1 6, further including 
affixing said source to a cradle (Walker; col. 6, lines 20-37). 

G. As per claim 22, Walker discloses the method of claim 21 , further including 
adhering a label containing said tracking code to at least one of said cradle and 
said source (Walker; col. 6, lines 20-37). 

H. As per claim 23, Walker discloses the method of claim 21 , wherein said 
cradle comprises a syringe label cradle (Walker; col. 5, lines 49-59). 

I. As per claim 24, Walker discloses the method of claim 21 , wherein said 
cradle comprises a port label cradle (Walker; col. 5, lines 49-59). 

J. As per claim 25, Walker discloses the method of claim 16, wherein said 
source comprises a syringe (Walker; col. 5, lines 49-59). 
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K. As per claim 26, Walker discloses the method of claim 16, wherein said 
source comprises an IV port (Walker; col. 5, lines 3-9). 

L. As per claim 27, Walker discloses a method for tracking data associated with 
a medical device adapted for the administration of a drug to a patient, said 
method comprising providing a source of a drug to be administered to a patient 
(Walker; abstract, col. 2, lines 7-19), affixing said source in a cradle (Walker; col. 
6, lines 20-37), providing a label having a bar code corresponding to a tracking 
code affixed to at least one of said source and said cradle (Walker; col. 6, lines 
20-37), identifying data associated with said drug and said patient, storing said 
data in association with said tracking code on a storage device, updating said 
data and associating the same tracking code with the updated data (Walker; col. 
2, lines 7-19, col. 5, lines 26-30). 

M. Claims 28 and 29 repeat the same limitations as claims 25 and 26 

respectively. Therefore rejected for the same reasons given above in the 

rejections of claims 28 and 29, and incorporated hereinwith. 

N. As per claim 30, Walker discloses the method of claim 27, said tracking code 

identifies a single source associated with a single patient (Walker; col. 5, lines 3- 

9). 

O. As per claims 1-15, they are apparatus claims, which repeat the same 
limitations of claims 16-30, the corresponding method claims, as a collection of 
elements as opposed to a series of process steps. Since the teachings of 
Walker disclose the underlying process steps that constitute the methods of 
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claims 1-30, it is respectfully submitted that they provide the underlying structural 
elements that perform the steps as well. As such, the limitations of claims 1-15 
are rejected for the same reasons given above for claims 16-30. 
P. As per claims 31-36, they are system claims, which repeat the same 
limitations of claims 16-30, the corresponding method claims, as a collection of 
elements as opposed to a series of process steps. Since the teachings of 
Walker disclose the underlying process steps that constitute the methods of 
claims 16-30, it is respectfully submitted that they provide the underlying 
structural elements that perform the steps as well. As such, the limitations of 
claims 31-36 are rejected for the same reasons given above for claims 16-30. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not used prior art teach Drug delivery and 
monitoring system 20040082918, Drug delivery and monitoring system 20010056258, 
Drug delivery and monitoring system 6685678 B2, System for verifying and recording 
drug administration to a patient 4853521 A, System and method for collecting data and 
managing patient care 5781442 A, Automated method for filling drug prescriptions 
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5883370 A, System and method for drug management 6021392 A, Injection tracking 
and management system 20010049608. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dilek B. Cobanoglu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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